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            The Concept Note of the National Seminar 

 

Dance has so much in common with poetry that Plutarch called it “silent poetry”. 

Bergson interpreted it in terms of ‘grace and rhythm’ and held it to be ‘a symbol a spiritual 

life’. Nietzsche saw it as ‘an image of wisdom’. Many philosophers, social thinkers and 

intellectuals have conceptualized and contemplated music and dance. Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 

for example, wrote in A Discourse on the Origin of Inequality “Whether we inquire into the 

origins of the arts or observe the first criers, we find that everything in its principle is related 

to the means of subsistence”. For Karl Marx music is “the mirror of reality”, for Friedrich 

Nietzche, the “expression of truth”, a “Dionysian mirror of the world”. For Sigmund Freud, it 

is a “text to be deciphered”. And according to Pierre Schaeffer, music speaks from person to 

person in a language of matter. It can be argued that music explores the whole range of 

possibilities in a given code, faster than material reality can. It conveys through sound that 

only later comes to be visible, to be imposed, to dominate. It is not only the echo of an era’s 

aesthetic, but something beyond the everyday which heralds the future.  

There is hardly a civilization or culture wherein the awareness of human movement as 

a vehicle of expression of joy and of sorrow is not evident. Perhaps before man began to 
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speak and to paint, he began to dance. It has been rightly said: “The Tribe that dances never 

dies” and apparently it goes without saying that the Tribal of India feel, deep within their 

innermost selves, with the blessings of their holy spirits that dancing, is an art that 

counteracts all the evil forces of death, keeping them out of reach. Tribal music and dance are 

an integral part of the collective life and reflects their mundane and sacred worlds. Far from 

the maddening concrete jungles, deep down in the woods and valleys, loud beating of the 

drums, the melodious sounds of the wind instruments, the monotonous singing, the tinkling 

sound of the bells, from long distance at dead of the night breaks the silence of the forest, to 

proclaim joyous and happy moods of the tribals. These sweet melodies remind the urban 

societies of the strong solidarity, peace and simplicity that exist among the tribal folk. The 

tribals don’t dance to entertain an audience, but to celebrate life and these celebrative dances 

are now known as folk dances. If life is a boundless river, every dancer is a wave in it. The 

wave in its graceful rise and fall does celebrate the flow, but it requires a multitude of waves 

to celebrate the river. Therefore perhaps the folk dances are mostly performed by a group 

rather than a solo dancer. While dancing in unison with several other dancers each 

experiences that he or she has had have been multiplied and the Individual has become 

Universal. 

 

Along with giving you a glimpse of the cultural heritage of the Tribals of India, the 

seminar is an attempt to take you for a couple of days to the world of Tribal Folk Dances of 

India and give  you a panoramic view of the living traditions of the tribal folk dances of 

India. Through the Folk Dances we will see how ‘culture’ manifests itself in the art form. 

Tribal culture is not only about their dances but it is their dance ‘forms’ which display their 

culture in its multidimensional hues. In fact, the dance forms offer a window to peep into the 

world of the Tribal people, their lives, customs, traditions, and philosophy. All the dance 

forms will be worthy of documentation to understand the Tribal cultural reality. The life of a 

tribal is a musical journey. Folk dances work as a panacea in the tribal society. These folk 

dances do not exist just for enjoyment; instead they mitigate the adversities of life 

experienced by the Tribal. The tribals have a variety of folk songs, sung on almost all 

occasions in their social life. These dances paint the most vivid picture of the tribal society. 
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While performing, a problem is not only posed but it is also negotiated and a conclusion is 

usually drawn. The binary of nature and culture seems to blur in the tribal society and it is 

clearly manifested in their folk dances. The performance space (dense jungles), the body 

decoration (with the objects acquired from trees, animals and birds), and themes (discourses 

and dialogues ranging from love to spirituality) of these folk dances represent their culture as 

another manifestation of nature itself. It is impossible to imagine either tribal or their folk 

dances in opposition to nature. 

The Tribals of India have, as per the growth of the civilization, developed various 

dimensions of socio-cultural life namely, music, dance, folklore and songs, which have 

become an integral part of their culture; and each Tribe has maintained its own uniqueness 

about these aesthetic aspects of life. Moreover, it would be appropriate to say that the 

theatrical aspects of the traditional dances of India such as Kathak, Kathakali, etc., have 

found their roots in folk dance forms. However, the growth of civilization- in the form of 

modernization and urbanization- has corrupted the happiness of the tribal by adversely 

affecting their nature-bonded life; and it is, indeed, very disheartening to note that these 

Tribal music, folk dances , folklores, etc., are gradually vanishing in front of our post-

modernist spectacled eyes and still we are left helpless. 

 

The objective of the seminar is to provide a platform where a select group of scholars, 

researchers, educators, advocators, activists, policy makers and practitioners can engage in 

healthy discussions on emerging perspectives and fruitful exchanges on the questions 

emanating from the agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     MOTILAL NEHRU COLLEGE (EVENING) 

Benito Jaurez Road, University Of Delhi 

New Delhi-110021 

  

 

  

 

 

Therefore,   this National Seminar is aimed at: 

 

 Exploring and strengthening  the unexplored epistemological terrains of Tribal Folk 

Music and Dances  of India 

 Situating the different forms of Tribal dances: both existing and those becoming  

extinct 

 Discussing newly emerging systems and frameworks of thoughts & ideas bringing 

changes in these Dance Forms 

 Formulations of new structures of discourse, systems of multidisciplinary approaches, 

conceptual mechanisms and strategies to promote and preserve the cultures and 

traditions of Tribal Folk Dances of India. 

. 

 

Call for Papers 
 

Papers are invited from the academicians, practitioners, researchers, scholars, activists, 

and Ph.D. students on issues related to the relevant areas of the study on the “Tribal Folk 

Dances of India”. Abstracts would be reviewed by the organizing committee review 

group. It is also proposed that the selected papers will be published in the form of an 

edited book with an ISBN. 

 

Seminar Sub-themes: 

 

Theoretical and Methodological Issues in Folklore and Tribal Studies 

Various Tribal Folk Dance forms of India 

Theoretical Papers on Dance and Music 
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Folklore, Tribal & Cultural Studies 

Social Dancing-I (Ritual dances, Trance dances, Ceremonial dances, Harvest dances and 

seasonal dances) 

Social Dancing-II (Love dances, marital dances, game dances, drum dances, recreational 

dances,etc.) 

Theatrical Dancing (Modern dance, folk dances in theatre, cinema,etc.) 

Folk Dances in Literature, Media and Globalization 

Folklore, Folklife and Cultural Heritage 

Folklore and Traditional Knowledge System 

Folklore and Popular Culture 

Folklore and Performing Arts 

 

 

General Guidelines for Paper Submission 

 

➢ An abstract not exceeding 350 words should be submitted for consideration. It must 

contain the synopsis of the paper, subtitles and conclusion indicating the author’s 

perspective. 

➢ Abstracts will be subjected to review and only those approved by the review 

committee shall be submitted as full paper for the purpose of the presentation at the 

seminar. 

➢ Word limit for full paper shall be 2500-3500. The final paper must contain a cover 

page with a brief profile of the authors with E-mail ID, contact number and address 

for communication. The papers must follow a uniform format of research writing 

including the foot note. 

➢ Times New Roman, Font Size 12 with 1.5 line spacing. End notes should be in Times 

New Roman, Font Size 12 with single line spacing. 

➢ One Co-author is permitted. Co-author is, however, required to pay for all the charges 

as per the prescribed rates for the participation. 
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Important Dates: 

  

Last Date for Submission of Abstracts: August 7,2017 

Communication of Approved Abstracts: August 09,2017 

Last Date for Submission of Full Research Paper: August 16,2017 

 

Registration Fee: 
 

A fee of maximum Rs 1000/- from Teachers and Academicians 

A fee of maximum Rs 500/- from students and Research Scholars 

 

 

  

Chief Patron 
 

Dr S.K.Sharma, Principal, Motilal Nehru College (Evening), University of Delhi 

 

Convenor 
 

Dr Rajesh Kumar, Department of English, Motilal Nehru College (Evening) 

Mobile No. 9312199146 

 

 

Email us @ All the abstracts, full length papers and specific queries should be sent to 

tribalconf2017@gmail.com.   

 

VENUE 
Seminar Room, Motilal Nehru College, Benito Juarez Road, University of Delhi, New Delhi-

110021 
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Registration Form 

 
(Fill this form electronically and mail it to tribalconf2017@gmail.com. Also, take a print out 

and send along with the draft/cheque drawn on any nationalized bank payable to 

Principal, Motilal Nehru College (Evening), Delhi payable at New Delhi latest by 20 

August, 2017 to: The Principal, Motilal Nehru College (Evening), Benito Jaurez Road, 

University of Delhi, New Delhi-110021. Please write your name and contact number on the 

reverse of the draft. Also write TDC2017 on top of the envelope.) 

 

Title of the Paper: _ __________________________________________________________ 

 

Topic Area (if any):___________________________________________________________ 

 

Equipment required (if any):____________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Presenter(s) 

Affiliation:______________________________________________________ 
 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email id: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone no.:______________________(off)______________________________(Mob/Res.)  

 

Name of Presenter(s) 2________________________________________________________  

 

Affiliation:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email id:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone no.:______________________  (off)______________________________(Mob/Res.)  

Payment Details:  

 

Cheque/Draft No:________________________  Drawn on___________________________  

 

__________________________________dated____________________________________ 

 

Participation Fees: 

For Teachers an Academicians     Rs 1000/- 

For Graduate Students and Research Scholar:   Rs 500/-                                             
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